
  

 

 

 

Why leave a legacy to Tyneside & Northumberland Mind? 

A legacy is a gift in a Will. It can be an amount of money.  Leaving a gift to charity in 
your Will is an amazing way for your generosity to last beyond your own lifetime.  Large 
numbers of people never make a Will, this means they are excluded from making one of 
the biggest financial decisions of their life.   These quotes provide some insight into 
why people feel compelled to leave money to Tyneside and Northumberland Mind, in 
the form of a legacy, in their will. 

 

 

 

How your donation can make a difference  

Thank you for choosing to leave a legacy in your will to Tyneside and Northumberland 
Mind, our work relies on people like you, people who donate to make sure we can be 
there for everyone who needs us.   
 
Your donation could fund:- 

ü our counselling sessions 
ü our Support Line or listening service 
ü Safe Space services in our region to give people access to local support groups 
ü one of our family support workers  
ü mental health awareness and suicide prevention training 
ü support for victims of crime who experience mental health issues   

and so many more local projects and services run by Tyneside and Northumberland Mind 
for people with mental health problems. 

How do I leave a legacy donation to Tyneside and Northumberland Mind? 

How to leave a legacy if you do not already have a will 

1. Decide who you want to name as executor of your Will.  
2. Make a list of who you want to leave your estate to including any charities you 

would like to leave legacies to. 
3. Take this information to a solicitor.  They will help you to write your will and to 

leave a legacy to Tyneside and Northumberland Mind, see sample wording below.   
Make sure your solicitor has our address and charity number to ensure the 
information in your Will is correct and we receive your legacy.  

4. Find a safe place to keep your Will and tell a friend or relative where it is stored. 

“I want to leave a legacy to Tyneside and Northumberland Mind in my will because the help I 
got from them brought me back from the edge. They helped me change the course of my life.” 

 



 

 

 

How to leave a legacy if you already have a will 

1. A codicil form can be added to an existing Will. This means you don’t need to 
incur any costs or visit a solicitor to add your charity to their Will.   

2. Use the template above.  Don’t write anything on your Will itself, as this could 
invalidate it. 

3. Find a safe place to keep your Will. It’s a good idea to tell a relative or close 
friend where it is stored. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example of the wording needed to add a Residuary legacy – a share of your 
estate, to your will. 

I give [insert percentage] of my residuary estate to Tyneside and Northumberland Mind 
(registered charity number 1140856), 3rd Floor, Tru-Knit House, 9-11 Carliol Square, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 6UF to be applied for its general purposes.    I declare that 
the receipt of the finance director or appropriate officer shall be a complete discharge 
to my trustees.  

Example of wording needed to add a Pecuniary legacy – a cash sum, to your will. 

I give [insert amount] to Tyneside and Northumberland Mind (registered charity number 
1140856), 3rd Floor, Tru-Knit House, 9-11 Carliol Square, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 6UF 
to be applied for its general purposes.   I declare that the receipt of the finance director 
or appropriate officer shall be a complete discharge to my trustees. 



 

 

Questions and Answers about leaving a legacy 

Q.   What is the difference between a residuary legacy and a pecuniary legacy? 

A.   All legacies are vital to Tyneside and Northumberland Mind and any gift, large or 
small makes a difference. Most of the legacies we receive are residuary or 
pecuniary legacies.  

Codicil Form 

Use this form to add Tyneside and Northumberland Mind to your current Will. Fill it 
in and keep it safe with your Will. If you haven’t yet made your Will, you won’t need 
this form. Please note that witnesses cannot be beneficiaries in your Will or be 
married to anyone who is a beneficiary of your Will. 

I (full name):                                                               of (address):     
                                                                                      Postcode:  
declare this to be a first/second/third Codicil to my Will (Delete as appropriate)  
Dated (day/month/year): 
 
I give (please tick as appropriate):     
     The following proportion of the residue of my estate:    
     The following specific item(s), namely:        
     The sum of: £                                                          
To Tyneside and Northumberland Mind (registered charity number 1140856) 3rd 
Floor, Tru-Knit House, 9-11 Carliol Square, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 6UF to be 
applied for its general purposes.  
 
I declare that the receipt of the finance director, or appropriate officer, shall be 
complete discharge to my trustees. 
In all other respects, I confirm my Will and any other codicils. 

Signed by:                                                                 Date:                                                                               

In the presence of (Witness one):                        In the presence of (Witness two): 

Sign:                                                             Sign: 

Date:           Date: 

Print name:                        Print name:   
Address:            Address:   
Postcode:           Postcode: 
Occupation:            Occupation:    
 
 



A residuary legacy is when someone leaves a portion of what they own to charity, 
after their family and friends have received what they want to give them. It 
remains in line with inflation because it’s proportional to the estate. A residuary 
legacy can be as little as 1% and can be a share of a house or share of a valuable 
asset. 

A pecuniary legacy is a fixed cash gift. Inflation can reduce the value of these 
gifts over the years. 

Q.         Why we need people to leave legacies to Tyneside and Northumberland Mind  

A. Legacies are vital to Tyneside and Northumberland Mind and any gift large or 
small can make a massive difference to the future of mental health.  Your legacy 
will help make sure no one has to face a mental health problem alone. 

Q.  Why do I need a Will? 

A.  Having an up-to-date Will is the only way you can make sure your family and 
friends, and any charities you care about, are provided for in the way you wish. 
Without a Will, the State decides what happens to your things. 

Q.  I already have a Will. Do I need to review it?  

A.  It’s a good idea to review your Will from time to time to make sure it reflects any 
changes in your family or personal circumstances, like marriage or divorce, the 
birth of children or grandchildren, or coming into an inheritance. It’s also 
important to check if your estate is affected by inheritance tax as laws around 
this can change. 

Q.  Do I need a solicitor? 

A.  We recommend that you make sure your Will is a legal document and a solicitor 
can help with this. If you’d like to include a gift to Mind in your Will, we can 
provide suggested wording. You can take this with you when you see your 
solicitor.    Click here for a list of local solicitors, although we cannot recommend 
anyone specifically. 

Q.   What is a legacy? 

A. A legacy is a gift in a Will. It can be an amount of money or property.  The 
amount you leave is up to the donor, any money left to Tyneside and 
Northumberland Mind, no matter how small or how large, will make a big 
difference to the people we support. 

Q.  What if I already have a Will, can I amend it? 

A.  Yes, you can. You need to add a codicil, a separate document that is kept with 
your Will.   See our codicil template above. Don’t write anything on your Will 
itself, as this could invalidate it. 



Q.  Do I have to tell Tyneside and Northumberland Mind about my legacy plans? 

A. It’s entirely up to you. We will never ask you outright to tell us your wishes, but 
if you would like to share your intentions we’d love to hear from you. It allows us 
to plan more efficiently for the future, and gives us the opportunity to thank you, 
and show you how your gift could be used. 

Q.  I have a loved one who is experiencing mental health problems and I’m worried 
about what will happen to them when I die. How can I provide for them? 

A.  The most common way of providing for a loved one who may not be able to 
manage alone is to set up a trust. A trust is a legal arrangement which means 
you can leave your money and assets under the control of trustees, chosen by 
you, for the benefit of others. We strongly advise you to consult a solicitor. 

Q.  Can I change my mind about leaving a legacy to Mind? 

A.  Yes, of course. We are aware that circumstances change and this may result in 
you amending your Will. You don’t have to tell us about this, although we are 
always happy to hear from you if you do want to. 

 

Glossary of terms used in Wills 

Beneficiary     Someone who benefits from a gift in your Will. 

Bequest/legacy   A gift in your Will. 

Codicil    A document which enables a simple update or alteration to an existing 
Will.  

Estate    The total sum of all your possessions.  

Executor  Someone who makes sure the wishes expressed in your Will are carried 
out. Executors can also be beneficiaries. 

Inheritance tax  The tax that has to be paid when you die, out of your estate, based on 
how much it’s worth.  

Intestacy  When someone dies and doesn’t have a Will.  

Life interest  Where a beneficiary is given the use of an asset (e.g. a house) during their 
lifetime. After their death the asset passes to a second beneficiary (such 
as a charity).  

Pecuniary legacy A gift in your Will of a specific amount of money.  

Residuary legacy  A gift in your Will based on what is left of your estate after all debts, 
taxes, costs and other gifts have been made. 

Specific legacy  A gift of a particular item in your Will.  

Witness  Someone who sees you sign your Will.  A witness cannot be a beneficiary. 



 

If you have any questions?  Get in touch with our Community Fundraiser Lee Walker 
07748961225 or email fundraising@tynesidemind.org.uk  Tyneside and Northumberland 
Mind, 3rd Floor, Tru-Knit House, 9-11 Carliol Square, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 6UF   
Registered Charity No. 1140856 

 

I have added a codicil to my will leaving a legacy to Tyneside and Northumberland Mind as I 
wanted to do my bit to make sure others get the help they need at difficult times. 

mailto:fundraising@tynesidemind.org.uk

